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as a legal giant, the balance wheel who mold-
ed the Supreme Court into an instrument
of liberty and equality during tumultuous
times.

For Justice Brennan, the phrases of our
Constitution were not archaic abstractions
but living, vibrant guarantees of the freedom
and equality God has given us. Because of
him, those old words came alive in our lives
as well. Think of it: Today, the votes of all
Americans have equal weight because of Jus-
tice Brennan. The press can freely and
robustly debate the great issues of the day
because of Justice Brennan. Mr. Justice,
you’ll have to forgive the elected officials
here if we have, time to time, doubted the
wisdom of that decision—[laughter]—which
probably proves its correctness. Women can
break down the barriers of discrimination in
the workplace because of Justice Brennan.
The basic freedoms of the Bill of Rights apply
to every State in America, giving ordinary
citizens redress when their rights have been
violated by government because of Justice
Brennan. Lives were lifted up and Americans
summoned to live to our highest ideals be-
cause of Justice Brennan.

As a young man growing up in the South,
I lived through the shame of segregation. I
know what it meant when the Supreme
Court spoke unanimously and said Little
Rock Central High School must open its
doors to all. Then, I knew things would never
be the same. Now, I know that this trans-
formation was written into our law by Justice
Brennan. He became a hero to me, a model
for law and service, a real belief to me that
if law could serve justice and equality then,
25 years ago, young people like Hillary and
me could go into the law, because we
thought, like him, we could make a dif-
ference by upholding the Constitution’s dig-
nity and meaning and working to make it
more real in the lives of all Americans.

One of the greatest honors of my Presi-
dency was to bestow on him, and post-
humously his friend Justice Marshall, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Tonight the Sun will set over the hills of
Arlington National Cemetery on the first
night of Justice Brennan’s residence there.
But the life he lived will never be extin-
guished, and the life he breathed into our

most cherished ideals will never die. He
loved his country fiercely. He gave himself
to it fully. He strengthened it profoundly,
and we are all better for it. We thank God
for his life and commend his soul to the Al-
mighty.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. at St.
Matthew’s Cathedral. In his remarks, he referred
to Justice Brennan’s widow, Mary; Father Milton
E. Jordan, pastor, Mother Seton Parish, German-
town, MD; Father John O’Hara, priest, Diocese
of Arlington; and Monsignor Ronald Jameson, rec-
tor, St. Matthew’s Cathedral.

Remarks on the Balanced Budget
Agreement
July 29, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. Ladies
and gentlemen, we have the pleasure of an-
nouncing today an historic agreement that
will benefit generations of Americans. Last
night we reached agreement with Congress
on detailed legislation to balance the budget
in a way that honors our values, invests in
our people, and cuts taxes for middle class
families. After decades of deficits, we have
put America’s fiscal house in order again.

Above all, we are investing in education,
America’s most important priority. I am par-
ticularly pleased that the first balanced budg-
et in a generation is also the best education
budget in a generation and the best for future
generations.

This agreement meets my goal of bal-
ancing the budget in a way that honors our
values, invests in our people, and prepares
America for the 21st century. It is very, very
good for our country. It’s a victory for every
parent who wants a good education for their
children, for every child in a poor household
who needs health care, for every immigrant
struggling to make it here, for every family
working to build a secure future. It is the
best investment we can make in America’s
future.

Let me underscore the magnitude of this
achievement. Four and a half years ago,
when this administration took office, Ameri-
ca’s budget deficit was $290 billion and ris-
ing. We put in place a comprehensive eco-
nomic strategy to cut the deficit and invest
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in our people. The budget plan adopted in
1993 made a large contribution to today’s
conditions in America: a strong economy, low
inflation, and a deficit that has already shrunk
by more than 80 percent.

The budget agreement that we announced
today would not be possible had it not been
for the tough vote taken in 1993 to set us
on the right path. [Applause] Thank you.
Now, this legislation will help to ensure the
conditions for continued prosperity, keeping
interest rates down, and spurring investment.
And, just as important, it will give our people
the tools to reap the rewards of economic
growth.

Let me mention just a few of the details
of this plan: First, at the heart of this bal-
anced budget is a historic investment in edu-
cation, the most significant increase in edu-
cation funding in more than 30 years. It in-
cludes $35 billion in tax relief to help families
pay for college and training, the largest in-
vestment in higher education since the GI
bill 50 years ago. It will give every American
who needs it a HOPE scholarship to pay for
the first 2 years of college. It gives tax relief
for all 4 years of college and for education
throughout a lifetime. The overall budget
agreement also includes the largest increase
in Pell grant scholarships for deserving stu-
dents in three decades, funds our America
Reads Challenge, helps to connect all our
schools and libraries to the Internet by the
year 2000.

As the spending bills move forward in
weeks to come, we will work to see that they
reflect this agreement. I am pleased that this
legislation also will give communities sub-
stantial tax cuts to help to build and modern-
ize our schools. All across America, I have
challenged our people to make sure that
every 8-year-old can read, every 12-year-old
can log on to the Internet, every 18-year-
old can go to college, every adult can keep
learning for a lifetime. This balanced budget
makes unprecedented progress toward those
goals.

Second, this a balanced budget that
strengthens our families by extending health
insurance coverage to up to 5 million chil-
dren. By investing fully $24 billion, we will
be able to provide quality medical care for
these children, everything from regular

checkups to major surgery. I want to thank
all of the people in the Congress and among
my fellow Democrats here who worked so
hard on the health care issue, but I especially
want to say a thanks to Senator Kennedy,
Senator Rockefeller, and to the First Lady
for what they have done over these years to
help us to reach this important day.

We want every child in America to grow
up healthy and strong, and this investment
takes a major step toward that goal. I’m also
pleased that Congress agreed to pay for the
children’s health care in part with a new 15-
cents-a-pack tax on cigarettes. Not only will
this new revenue help to pay for health care,
it will help prevent children from taking up
smoking in the first place.

Third, this is a balanced budget that pro-
vides modest tax relief to the middle class,
helping families to raise their children, buy
and sell a home, save for their retirement
with expanded IRA’s, and send their children
to college. We fought very hard to make sure
this tax cut helped a wide range of middle
class parents, all those who are working hard
to raise their children, pay their taxes, and
be good citizens, and the agreement does just
that.

Fourth, this is a balanced budget that will
help us finish the job of welfare reform, pro-
viding $3 billion to move welfare recipients
to private sector jobs, keeping our promise
made last year to provide $12 billion to re-
store disability and health benefits for
350,000 legal immigrants. And, as the Vice
President will describe, it will double the
number of empowerment zones to bring the
spark of private enterprise to our hardest
pressed neighborhoods.

Finally, this is a balanced budget that hon-
ors our commitment to our parents by ex-
tending the Medicare Trust Fund for a dec-
ade and to the next generation by continuing
our commitment to the environment to pro-
tect our air, our land, our water, to clean up
the worst toxic waste sites in the Nation. And
we achieve all these goals while eliminating
the budget deficit by 2002. We are deter-
mined never again to repeat the mistakes of
the past, when we mortgaged our economy
to reckless policies. This budget reforms and
cuts yesterday’s Government so that we can
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help provide our people the means to meet
the challenges of tomorrow.

Let me thank the negotiators for the ad-
ministration who did a superb job, all the
Democratic lawmakers here and, indeed, all
of the Members of Congress who worked
hard on this legislation. I also want to say
a special word of appreciation to Senator Lott
and Speaker Gingrich, to Senator Domenici
and Congressman Kasich, and to their com-
mittee chairs who worked with us across the
lines of substantial philosophical and prac-
tical differences to reach a good-faith agree-
ment that is an honorable and principled
compromise. And especially let me thank
Senators Daschle and Lautenberg, Congress-
man Spratt, and Congressman Rangel for
their leadership.

This agreement is a monument to the ef-
forts that people, who good will can make,
when they put aside partisan interests to
work together for the common good and our
common future. It reflects the values and as-
pirations of all Americans, and I hope and
expect it will marshal strong majorities of
both parties in both Houses.

This summer we had an historic oppor-
tunity to strengthen America for the 21st
century, and we have seized it. Now our Na-
tion can move forward stronger, more vi-
brant, more united than ever. For that, I am
profoundly grateful.

Now I’d like to ask the Vice President to
come forward, and let me thank you all again
for this great, great day.

[At this point, the Vice President and con-
gressional leaders made brief remarks.]

The President. Wait, wait. We forgot to
say one thing. We still have to pass this agree-
ment. [Laughter] And so, tomorrow, the next
day—and I hope it will be over by then—
all of us who are for it, in both parties, have
a solemn obligation to go out there and try
to keep moving and keep this spirit alive and
actually pass it. We are celebrating an agree-
ment. We still have to celebrate the passage
of the bill and then the signing of the bill,
and I look forward to being here for that with
all of you and others as well.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the United States Arctic
Research Plan
July 29, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of the Arctic

Research and Policy Act of 1984, as amended
(15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I transmit herewith the
fifth biennial revision (1998–2002) to the
United States Arctic Research Plan.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 29, 1997.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in
Jerusalem, Israel, and an Exchange
With Reporters
July 30, 1997

The President. Good morning. Today’s
bombing by terrorists in Jerusalem was a bar-
barous act. There is no excuse and there must
be no tolerance for this kind of inhumanity.
The slaughter was aimed directly at innocent
Israelis. And make no mistake, it was also
aimed at the majority of Israelis, Palestinians,
and Arabs who want a lasting and just peace.

The only answer can and must be concrete
steps by the Palestinian Authority to increase
security operations and the strengthening of
security cooperation between Palestinians
and Israelis and a deepened determination
by both Palestinians and Israelis to pursue
peace. Only when a lasting and secure peace
is achieved will the enemies of peace be de-
feated.

I have just spoken to Prime Minister
Netanyahu. I told him the hearts and prayers
of Americans are with him, the people of Is-
rael, and the victims of the attack and their
families.

I have nothing further to say about this
except to say, again, we must not let the en-
emies of peace prevail. There must be in-
creased security operations, increased secu-
rity cooperation, and a continuing commit-
ment that is deep into the peace process.

Q. Mr. President, what kind of security
could have guarded against these two people
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